CHAPTER 3
PuBLIC INVOLVEMENT

INTRODUCTION

The RVMPO has an adopted Public Participation Plan, last updated in 2014, which
remains consistent with the planning requirements of the 2015 transportation act,
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act).

Public participation activities are conducted according to standards and requirements
of the RVMPO Public Participation Plan. The participation plan establishes a goal of
the RVMPO to provide citizens and interested parties with reasonable opportunities to
participate in the metropolitan transportation planning process. Beyond efforts to
provide information to the public, this goal encompasses a wide range of strategies
and activities to enable the public to be involved in a meaningful way in the RVMPQO’s
decision-making process. Ultimately, efforts to bring more voices and wide-ranging
interests to the table will yield better planning results.

3.1 RTP PLANNING PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

RTP UPDATE

The public participation process for this plan update began in 2015 with staff
attending a number of community events throughout the Rogue Valley to solicit
public input on transportation planning topics for the region. Additionally, in early
2016, public meetings occurred by way of the scheduled technical and public
advisory committee and policy committee meetings for review and updates to the
RTP goals and policies, and development of performance indicators. The public
outreach and participation process continued though the development of project
lists, which are based on planning at the jurisdiction level. A public hearing on the
draft RPT was conducted by the Policy Committee in early 2017. All materials,
including drafts and staff memos, are posted on the RVMPO website. A formal,
advertised 30-day public comment period began prior to the Policy Committee public
hearing.
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Figure 3.1.1: RVMPO Organizational Structure
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Development of this RTP update involved close coordination with member
jurisdictions at both the staff and policy level. Critical parts of the plan, including the
forecasts, policy statement and project selection were developed in RVMPO
committee meetings, and individual consultation with jurisdictions. Public review and
comment was made available through the website, from comments and
recommendations made by the RVMPO Public Advisory Council, at committee
meetings and public hearings, and at selected community events. Meetings at which
plan components were discussed had been announced by email to roughly 100
individuals. Additionally, the RVMPO solicited comments on the plan to a contact list
of “interested parties” and Title VI/Environmental Justice related organizations in the
region. Meetings were also advertised from time to time in the local news media.
The Policy Committee conducted a public hearing on the draft RTP as well as the
draft conformity determination during the formal comment period. The public was
invited to freely participate through advertisements in the Medford Tribune and on
the RVMPO website.

It is important to note that for previous plan updates, the RVMPO used public open
house events as part of the public involvement process. However, in looking at past
attendance records, many had been poorly attended. For this plan update, staff
concurred that changing the strategy to “going to where the people are” should be
explored. Beginning in 2015, staff spent a number of weekends hosting information
booths at various community events with information available on the RTP and
transportation planning, in general. Additionally, a survey was solicited on
transportation related topics within the RVMPO, which was also available on the
RVMPO website. Staff had attended three local events: the 2015 Talent Harvest
Festival, the 2016 Jackson County Harvest Fair, and the 2016 Pear Blossom Street
Fair; some of the most popular and well attended events in the region. Nearly 100
surveys were completed and returned. The responses received are summarized in
the following section.
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PuBLIC COMMENTS AND THE RTP

This section presents a summary of public comments received throughout the plan
update process. It is important to note that this does not include comments and
recommendations from the RVMPO Public Advisory Council (PAC), an appointed
group who are vital part of the MPO’s public participation process. The PAC
participated in the plan update process by making comments and recommendations
on RTP material to the Policy Committee. Their meeting agendas and minutes can be
found on the RVMPO website. For purposes of this RTP chapter, this section
summarizes input from the public, other than the PAC.

Tables 3.1 and 3.2, summarize responses to questions contained in the public survey
that was conducted in conjunction with the RTP update.

Table 3.1.1: Summary of Survey Responses, Question #7

How would you rate the Rogue Valley Transportation System?

Excellent

35

Good 3
2.5 ——
Fair 2 —
1.5 —
Poor 1 e
0.5 —

Very Poor ¢
State Local Roads Bike System Pedestrian  Public Transit

Highways System
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Table 3.1.2: Summary of Survey Responses, Question #8

What do you think are the most important changes the region must make
Rank | over the next 20-years to improve how all Rogue Valley residents get
around?

Improve public transit

Increase number of bike paths and bike lanes

Repair/maintain sidewalks and pedestrian walkways

Ensure that transportation system supports needs of local economy

Reduce the negative impact that transportation has on environment

Improve traffic safety

Increase recreational facilities/trails

Reduce traffic congestion on streets/roads
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Improve local roadway and highway conditions
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o

Improve goods movement/commercial traffic

=
=

Increase rideshare/carpooling opportunities

=
N

Reduce high vehicle speeds in communities

The survey also included two write-in response questions: What do you see as
significant transportation issues in the Rogue Valley region?, and If you could fix one
transportation problem in the Rogue Valley region, what would it be? The top
response was in regards to improving the public transit system, followed by
improving the bike and pedestrian system, and the third most commonly stated
response was in regards to congestion issues and lack of alternate routes —
specifically, Hwy 62 and the I-5 Viaduct.

Generally, the RTP goals that the public has said are most important are:

e Goal 5: ldentify, plan and develop transportation infrastructure
which maximizes the efficient use for all users and modes. This
indicates a desire for transportation planning efforts that focus on
existing/future facilities and begin a focus on multi-modal transport.

e Goal 6: Identify, develop and support diverse strategies to lessen
dependence upon single-occupant vehicles. This indicates support for
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) techniques and public
transportation to provide alternatives.

The results of the survey were presented to all MPO committees — the Technical
Advisory Committee, the Pubic Advisory Council, and the Policy Committee.
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Map 3.1.1: Public Advisory Council, Citizen Involvement Areas
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